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to raise awa
for the Danny Did Foundation,
a non-profit corporation dedi-
mted to the mission of prevent-
ing deaths caused by epllephc

Theu: dedlcahon to the cause
‘began when Misty’s 14-year old
son, Lucas Yates, began experi-
gncing seizures about two vears
ago. On Christmas Eve, 2009,
Misty and Stephen woke to a
10'thnoli,se and found Lucas
on the bathroom: in
Soladio ot x ssite e
they've moved forward with dif-
ferent {reatment options, all the
while learning. to live with Lu-
,cas eonditlon and leaming as
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— to learn more about. caring
ﬁor Lucas and helping others in
similar situations.

“The foundation has helped
people in 35 states. We want it
1o help people in all 50 states,”
e
One of the main challenges
faced by a parent of a child suf-
fering from seizures is the lack
of discussion of alternate treat-
ment methods by doctors. Misty
said her son’s doctors would
just prescribe Lucas ‘an anti-
seizure medication and made
no mention of how the seizures
‘were, threatenmg, The doc-
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tors never recommended
the emerging technology
and life-saving devices
such as seizure monitors
for kids to wear while
sleeping. (If the child has
a seizure, the monitor will
send a text message 10
the parent or caregiver’s
phone.) A frustrating, of-
ten deadly, silence char-
acterized their interac-
tions with Lucas’ doctors.

“its ahnost like the
doctors are scared to tell
you. it’s life-threatening,”
said Stephen.

To raise awareness of
Danny Did and the op-
tions “available for par-
ents of epileptic children,
M.tsty and Stephen are
. training to run in thé
:"Won Marathon. Misty

& long-time -Tunner.
Stephen — who hadn’t
done much running <mco
P.E. class in school —

gan training in January,
shortly after kicking &
20-year two-pack-a-day
smoking habit.

Misty and Stephen Phillips ran me Corlmh Coca-Cola Classic 1 ral

Danny Did Foundation, a non-profit
tic seizures. The Oxford ooup,g',gtgﬁénizstton dedicated

ng for the Chicago Marathon. oy

to preventing aeajhi: .

Corinth was their third
footrace of the year.
Misty, 86, crossed the fin-
ish line in 49 minutes and
49 seconds. Stephen, 37,
finished in one hour and
44 seconds.

While Lucas is cur-
rently faring better, Misty
and stephen say they will
keep on running the ‘good
vace to raise awareness
for a program that could
save an untold number of
fives.

“These kids are war-
riors.” said Misty.
“They're worth standing
up for.”

‘The main goals of the
Danny Did Foundation
are to advance aware-
ness of epilepsy and Sud-
den Unexpected Death in
Epilepsy (SUDEP), and to
enhance communication
about SUDEP between
medical professionals and
those affected by seizures.
It also works to spread
the word about seizure
detection and seizure pre-
diction devices and other
technologies that may as-

sist in preventing deaths
caused by séizures.

Epilepsy impacts al-
most 3 million people in
America and roughly 50
million people worldwide.
An estimated 50,000
deaths occur annually in
the U.S. from prolonged
seizares, SUDEP and oth-
er seizare-related causes
such as drowning and dc-
cidents. .

The Danny Did Foun-~
dation is named after
Danny Stanton, %he son
of Chicagoans Mike and
Mariann Stanton. SUDEP
ended Danny’s life at age
four, Since then, the Stan-
tons have made it their
mission to prevent deaths
caused by seizures. The
name of the organization
is taken from the clos-
ing sentences of Danny’s
obitnary: “Please go and
enjoy your life. Danny
did.”

For more information
or to make a tax-deduct-
ible donation to the Dan-
ny Did Foundation visit
www.damydid.org.



