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Group continues campaign against epilepsy

Comments

June 23, 2010 

By PATRICK BUTLER pbutler@pioneerlocal.com

The Norwood Park-based Danny Did Foundation, which promotes
awareness of monitoring devices to prevent epilepsy-related death, has
launched a letter-writing campaign to get more government funding for
research, founder Mike Stanton said.

The idea for the campaign came from comments by state Sen. Dan
Kotowski, D-33rd, at the foundation's recent "Hearts and Hugs" dinner
at Misericordia Home, in Chicago, urging "everyone in the room" to ask
their lawmakers for more epilepsy-research funding, Stanton said.

Stanton said the disease affects
more than 3 million Americans and
50 million more people worldwide.

Illinois has allotted only a "paltry"
$500,000, or $3.84 for every
person here who suffers from the
disorder, Stanton said, adding that
"nationwide, 45,000 children under
15 are diagnosed with epilepsy
every year."

The campaign -- described by the
Park Ridge senator as "an old-
fashioned knock on the door" --
urges legislators in particular to
increase funding for issues
including the awareness and
treatment of epilepsy, especially
Sudden Unexplained Death in
Epilepsy, or SUDEP, which last
year killed 5-year-old Danny
Stanton, Mike Stanton's nephew.

"We're a 'niche' organization,"
Stanton said, noting that while the
foundation promotes epilepsy
research, its main focus is to
support development and public
awareness of technologies like the
Emfit sleep monitor, which Stanton
said might have saved his
nephew's life.

The monitor, he explained, alerts
family members when a sleeping
epileptic is suffering a potentially
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Mike and Mariann Stanton,
Danny's parents, stand at the
podium during last month's
"Hearts and Hugs" fundraiser for
the Danny Did Foundation at
Misericordia Home. 
(Photo courtesy of Danny Did
Foundation)
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Danny Did Foundation
supporters gather at last
month's fundraiser at
Misericordia Home. 
(Photo courtesy of Danny Did
Foundation)
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epileptic is suffering a potentially
fatal seizure.

In addition to disseminating
information on the monitor on its
Web site, the foundation has
provided the $600 devices to
families unable to afford them.

"We just sent one to a family in
California, another in North
Carolina and another in South
Carolina," he said.

The foundation is also helping with
the development of monitor
bracelets, which Stanton said "are
still in the preliminary stages. We're
looking to do practical things to
improve people's lives or help their
situations" until  a cure is finally
found.

In addition to the fundraiser at
Misericordia, which raised $45,000,
the foundation raised another
$50,000 at a "Team Danny Did"
half-marathon just across from
Millenium Park and will receive the
proceeds from an Aug. 7 outing at
Edgebrook Golf Course sponsored

by the Nil Tap, 5734 N. Elston, Stanton said.

"The focus for us always starts and finishes with Danny. He's our
reason for doing what we do," Stanton said.

For more information go to www.DannyDid.org.
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John Scanlon, a lifelong friend
of the Stantons, and Matt
Osterman, Danny Stanton's Little
League coach, admire an
autographed basketball Scanlon
bought during an auction at the
"Hearts and Hugs" fundraiser.
The ball was signed by Evan
Turner, an Ohio State player. 
(Photo courtesy of Danny Did
Foundation)
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